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Lesson 16 Ministry of Agriculture and NGOs
Aim: To understand basic principles of the Ministry of Agriculture and NGOs.

Guidelines:

1. During the lesson students learn about the ministry responsible for food industry, its principles, and NGOs related to food industry. 
2. The lesson takes place in a computer room.

3. Students are divided into groups and look for answers to the questions below:
1. Which ministry is responsible for food industry?

2. When was it founded?

3. What are its functions?

4. What regulates its activities?

5. What does the Ministry do to perform its functions?

6. What institutions are under the oversight of the Ministry?

7. Which NGO is leading in the food industry?

8. What are the main activities and tasks of the Federation?
9. When was the Latvian Federation of Food Enterprises founded?

10. How was it formed?

11. Why are NGOs important in the food industry?

4. The text below is for the teacher’s reference.

Ministry of Agriculture 

Ministry of Agriculture is responsible for Latvia’s agriculture, forestry, fisheries. It was founded on September 1, 1993. Its functions are:
· To develop policy of agriculture, forestry and fishery;
· To organize and coordinate implementation of policies in agriculture, forestry and fishery;
· To perform other functions set in regulatory acts.
Activities of the Ministry are regulated by the Law on State Administration Structure and Statutes of Ministry of Agriculture.
To enact the functions, the Ministry:
· Develops policy documents and projects of regulatory acts;
· Coordinates the work of Departments of the Ministry;
· Develops its budget and controls its implementation;
· Within its remit acts in other institutions;
· Controls related state institutions  and state companies;
· Ensures international cooperation within its remit.
Under the oversight of the Ministry are such institutions: Rural Support Service, Food and Veterinary Service, State Plant Protection Service, State Forest Service, Agricultural Data Centre, State Technical Monitoring Service, Latvian University of Agriculture, Latvia State Institute of Agrarian Economics, Latvia State Institute of Fruit-Growing, State Stende Cereals Breeding Institute, State Priekuli Plant Breeding Institute, Latvian State Forest Research Institute "Silava", Institute of Food Safety, Animal Health and Environment.
Latvian Federation of Food Enterprises
Latvian Federation of Food Enterprises (LFFE) is the only NGO that brings together food businesses and trade associations, represents enterprises in governmental in non-governmental organizations, stands for members’ interests during development of local and international regulatory acts, as well as provides information support for its members.

Its members are companies that make more than 60% of the whole food production market in Latvia, industry associations and 38 companies of different scale. 
Main activities and tasks of the Federation
LFFE furthers profitable development of the Latvian food industry and its export competitiveness by lobbying favourable standards which regulate the market and business environment, by getting direct state support for the industry, by promoting Latvian food products in the local market and defending the interests of Latvian entrepreneurs in export markets. LFFE carries out research on topical questions in the industry. It summarizes opinions, prepares proposals and references to be submitted to the government, ministries and other state institutions. LFFE promotes professional development of industry specialists, furthers cooperation between manufacturers and educational institutions, is actively involved in developing professional education programmes and further education programmes, and promotes integration of science and manufacturing. LFFE organizes seminars, conferences, competitions, degustations. It consults on industry development and proposes specialists for consultative commissions. Membership in LFFE can be granted to a company that is involved in food manufacturing and is registered in the Food and Veterinary Service. Membership is also granted to professional associations and societies if their interests are in line with interests of the Federation.
Other NGOs: Latvian Bakers’ Association, Latvian Fishers’ Association, Latvian Dairy Producers’ Union, Latvian Brewers’ Association, Latvian Soft Drinks Companies Association, Latvian Meat Producers Associations etc.
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